
 
 

    

  
 

                  
                

                 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 

    

 
 

   
 

   
 

    

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
     

 

BRENTWOOD MIDDLE SCHOO1 L 
Summer Reading List 2022 

Seventh Grade 

● Students must read one of the following books. 

● Students will provide a creative analysis of the book at the start of the school year; therefore, 
students will need access to the book in order to complete this assignment. 

● Students need to annotate (write in the book, or use sticky notes) their novel for the following 
information: major events that shape or change the main character; a quote from the book that 
speaks to the theme (lesson about life) of the novel; what information is given about the main 
character that teaches the reader a lesson 

Option 1: Ghost by Jason Reynolds (Lexile 730) 

Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But never for a track team. Nope, his 
game has always been ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an elite sprinter to a race -- and wins -- the 
Olympic medalist track coach sees he has something: crazy natural talent. Thing is, Ghost has something else: a lot 
of anger, and a past that he is trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed and meld with the team, 
or will his past finally catch up to him? 

Option 2: Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan (Lexile 770) 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it 
comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, 
but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life...until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed 
when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is 
not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her 
journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

Option 3: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain (Lexile 750) 

On the banks of the Mississippi River, Tom Sawyer and his friends seek out adventure at every turn. Then one 
fateful night in the graveyard they witness a murder. The boys make a blood oath never to reveal the secret, and 
they run away to be pirates in search of hidden treasure. But when Tom gets trapped in a cave with scary Injun Joe, 
can he escape unharmed? 

Option 4: The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis (Lexile 710) 

Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan, 11-year-old Parvana has rarely been outdoors. Barred from 
attending school, shopping at the market, or even playing in the streets of Kabul, the heroine of Deborah 
Ellis's engrossing children's novel The Breadwinner is trapped inside her family's one-room home. That is, 
until the Taliban hauls away her father and Parvana realizes that it's up to her to become the 
"breadwinner" and disguise herself as a boy to support her mother, two sisters, and baby brother. Set in 
the early years of the Taliban regime, this topical novel for middle readers explores the harsh realities of 
life for girls and women in modern-day Afghanistan. A political activist whose first book for children, 
Looking for X, dealt with poverty in Toronto, Ellis based The Breadwinner on the true-life stories of women 
in Afghan refugee camps. 



            

                    
                 

                 
                  

                 
                

                 
              

               
  

         

                    
                    

                   
                    
                  

   

        

                   
                  

                   
                    
              

                  
                  

         

         

                 
                    

                      
                   
                 

                   
                    

                    

Option 5: The Story of My Life by Helen Keller (Lexile 1150) 

When she was 19 months old, Helen Keller (1880–1968) suffered a severe illness that left her blind and deaf. Not 
long after, she also became mute. Her tenacious struggle to overcome these handicaps-with the help of her 
inspired teacher, Anne Sullivan-is one of the great stories of human courage and dedication. In this classic 
autobiography, first published in 1903, Miss Keller recounts the first 22 years of her life, including the magical 
moment at the water pump when, recognizing the connection between the word "water" and the cold liquid 
flowing over her hand, she realized that objects had names. Subsequent experiences were equally noteworthy: her 
joy at eventually learning to speak, her friendships with Oliver Wendell Holmes, Edward Everett Hale and other 
notables, her education at Radcliffe (from which she graduated cum laude), and-underlying all-her extraordinary 
relationship with Miss Sullivan, who showed a remarkable genius for communicating with her eager and 
quick-to-learn pupil. 

Option 6: Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings (Lexile 800) 

Brady loves life on the Chesapeake Bay with his friends J.T. and Digger. But developers and rich families are moving 
into the area, and while Brady befriends some of them, like the DiAngelos, his parents and friends are bitter about 
the changes. Tragedy strikes when the DiAngelos’ kayak overturns in the bay, and Brady wonders if it was more 
than an accident. Soon, Brady discovers the terrible truth behind the kayak’s sinking, and it will change the lives of 
those he loves forever. Priscilla Cummings deftly weaves a suspenseful tale of three teenagers caught in a wicked 
web of deception. 

Option 7: Crater by Homer Hickman (Lexile 910) 

It's the 22nd Century. A tough, pioneering people mine the moon for Helium-3 to produce energy for a desperate, 
war-torn Earth. Sixteen-year-old Crater Trueblood loves his job as a Helium-3 miner. But when he saves a fellow 
miner, his life changes forever. Impressed by his heroism, the owner of the mine orders Crater to undertake a 
dangerous mission. Crater doubts himself, but has no choice. He must go. With the help of Maria, the mine owner's 
frustrating but gorgeous granddaughter, and his gillie--a sentient and sometimes insubordinate clump of slime 
mold cells--Crater must fight both human and subhuman enemies. He'll battle his way across a thousand miles of 
deadly lunar terrain and face genetically altered super warriors in his quest to recover an astonishing object that 
will alter the lives of everyone on the moon. 

Option 8: Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz (Lexile 780) 

Survive. At any cost. Ten concentration camps. Ten different places where you are starved, tortured, and worked 
mercilessly. It's something no one could imagine surviving. But it is what Yanek Gruener has to face. As a Jewish 
boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything he has, and everyone he 
loves, have been snatched brutally from him. And then Yanek himself is taken prisoner -- his arm tattooed with the 
words PRISONER B-3087. He is forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II 
rages all around him. He encounters evil he could have never imagined, but also sees surprising glimpses of hope 
amid the horror. He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again seconds later. Can Yanek make it through 
the terror without losing his hope, his will -- and, most of all, his sense of who he really is inside? 


